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The Annual Spring Fling 
By Mary Cooley-Lopez 
 

This yearôs Annual Spring Fling was a 

grand success and by far one of the best 

events put on by the Hospitality Commit-

tee. Local Firefighters brought their Fire 

truck and Ambulance for the kids to ex-

plore.  LAPD Devonshire Division was 

represented by two officers, a squad car 

and an impressive flyover from their heli-

copter.   
 

The children enjoyed a fantastic egg hunt 

with over 500 eggs.  Not one child left 

empty handed!  A special appearance was 

made by none other then the Easter Bunny. 

The children enjoyed face painting and 

everyone enjoyed great food from the pot-

luck brunch.  It was wonderful to see the 

community come together for the children 

of the neighborhood.  
 

This event was a true community effort 

that could not have happened with out the 

help from a great deal of people.  So many 

people made very generous donations.  The 

Hospitality Committee  

and the HOA Board would like to thank each 

and every one of you who helped in some 

way by either volunteering your time or a 

charitable donation. 

Thank you Sorrento/ Meadows Community 

and an especially big thank you goes to the 

following: 

 

Annual Election June 23rd  VOTE! 
By Alan Cohen 
 

On June 23, 2009 we 

will be holding our 

Annual Election. We 

will be electing 2 

homeowner mem-

bers to the Board of 

Directors, each for a 

two-year term. You 

should have received your ballot and voting 

instructions in the mail. Please take some time 

to consider the candidates who are participating 

in this election. The most important thing is 

that you vote, either by mailing your ballot to 

Ross Morgan or bringing it to the meeting. We 

need at least 25% of the voting power of the 

Association, about 160 homes, to vote so that 

we have a legal quorum. Otherwise, we have to 

re-mail everything at a huge expense to our 

Association (and you). PLEASE VOTE! 

 

Kelly Robbins (Bunny) 

Paula Sonkin 
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LAPD Crime Update & 

Crime Tipsé 
By Senior Lead Officer Danny 

Del Valle 
 

Summer time is here and with 

the great weather, party calls will 

be on the rise.  The LAPD has 

recently changed its enforcement 

policy procedure law on loud 

music party violators.  In the past 

when a citizen would call police 

for loud music at a party, police offi-

cers generally could not immediately 

give a citation for the loud music.  

The LAPD enforcement policy pro-

cedure was that on the first response 

to complained of music, officers are 

to gather the violatorsô information 

and give the violator a warning.  Of-

ficers would then have to call the 

station Watch Commander, give no-

tification and place the violator on a 

Loud Music Party List.  If officers 

were to respond to a loud party a 

second time, officers then had the 

option to cite the violator.  Party 

calls can get out of control.  I have 

responded to many parties for loud 

music that started out with a 50-80 

party goers, and turns into 200-500. 

The new policy procedure allows 

officers to cite loud party-music 

violators on the first police contact.  
Officers will have the discretion to 

cite or not. Loud music party calls 

sometimes result in fights, shootings, 

stabbings, sexual assaults, and van-

dalism. The policy change (for the 

better) will assist officers with being 

able to crack down on parties before 

they get out of control.  Besides re-

ducing the number of calls that offi-

cers will have to respond to before 

being able to cite, this will be a 

co$tly incentive to the violator to 

stop the out of control partying.  Of-

ficers are not going to cite all loud 

music party calls, but if officers 

feel that the conduct will continue, 

or the party is just too over bear-

ing, expect a citation.  Remember to 

call Valley Communications at (877) 

275-5273 for police to respond to 

loud music calls.  Please feel free to 

contact me at (818) 363-1726 with 

loud music party locations that are 

continuous problems, so I can 

track and monitor. 
 

If your neighbor's party is disturb-

ing you please do not hesitate to 

call Sorrento Security or LAPD. 

 

 

Los Angeles is in a Drought 

Emergency 
By Pat Pope 
 

We had a guest speaker at our April 

HOA meeting from the Los Angeles De-

partment of Water and Power, James 

Yannotta, the Assistant Director of Water 

Resources.  Mr. Yannotta explained what 

the drought means to the water users in 

Southern California and all LA DWP 

customers. 
 

There are many factors leading to the 

water restrictions we will all face starting 

June first.  The drought and population 

growth are the biggest part of the prob-

lem.  At the same time some of the water 

we relied on in the past from northern 

California has been diverted to reduce 

severe air pollution in the Owens Valley 

caused by the now dry Owens Lake, and 

to preserve valuable wet lands in the Sac-

ramento River delta. 
 

The Metropolitan Water District provides 

a majority of the water in Southern Cali-

fornia.  They have reduced delivery allot-

ments to DWP and other water districts 

they serve. 
 

The DWPôs plan to save water includes a 

mandatory reduction in cheaper ñTier 1ò 

water to all of DWPôs customers.  That 

includes your house and your HOA.   So 

if we conserve water this summer our  

                          (continued on next page) 

Sorrento HOA  

Officially in Charge of 

Newsletter! 
By Melissa Centeno 

Newsletter Chair 
 

Perhaps you have already noticed 

some changes to this monthôs 

newsletter.  The newsletter will 

now be published by your HOA!  

We are happy to announce we 

will now offer the opportunity for 

anyone in the  Sorrento/ Mead-

ows Community to advertise in 

the newsletter. 
 

The HOA Board and the commu-

nity would like to say THANK 

YOU to Coldwell Banker for cre-

ating past newsletters and print-

ing the newsletter for the commu-

nity for over 6 years.  Your con-

tribution was truly generous and 

will always be remembered. 
 

If you have a business and 

would like to advertise in the 

newsletter and reach about 622 

homes in the community 

monthly please contact Mary 

Cooley-Lopez for prices and 

information.  Her email is  

marycooleylopez@socal.rr.com. 



bills may go down.  If we 

donôt they will go upéa lot.   

Remember the DWP bills two 

months in arrears.  So if you 

donôt conserve water by 15% 

you could get a very nasty sur-

prise. 
 

The HOA will also have to 

conserve water.  Our land-

scaped areas will only be wa-

tered on Mondays and Thurs-

days by DWP order.   Our 

pools may not be as warm to 

reduce evaporation.  The pool 

showers will not be as warm.   

We have already delayed some 

landscaping. We will work 

with both the DWP and LAFD 

to insure that we have the cor-

rect buffering between our 

homes and the natural chapar-

ral that surrounds us.  Please 

let Marinel know if you see the 

HOA wasting any water.  All 

of the restrictions and helpful 

hints can be found at 

www.ladwp.com  The DWP 

will be heavily publicizing the 

restrictions with mailers and 

TV and radio announcements.  

They will also have a group of 

agents driving through the city, 

including inside our gates 

looking for sources of wasted 

water. 
 

The Board would like to thank 

Kathy Serksnas for arranging 

the briefing by the DWP. 

 

Satellite Dishes 
By Pat Pope 
 

There have been several promo-

tions in the last few months by 

satellite TV providers to entice 

viewers away from cable.  

There are some very good deals 

right now provided by the cable 

company, the telephone com-

pany, and satellite providers.   

The best choice for you de-

pends on your viewing habits 

and budget. 
 

The Communications Act of 

1996 and our CC&Rs (page 39) 

regulate the placement of satel-

lite dishes.  By law you are enti-

tled to have an outdoor dish 

facing toward the south not ex-

ceeding one meter in diameter.   

The Association can regulate 

the placement of the dishes as 

long is our regulations donôt 

unreasonably delay installation 

or unreasonably increase costs 

and as long as we donôt inter-

fere with reception. 
 

Most of our residents want 

good TV reception and they 

want to be good neighbors too. 

The vast majority of satellite 

dishes are placed where they 

are not eyesores to the commu-

nity.  There are a few locations 

where they are a problem.  So, 

before the technician installs 

your dish ask yourself ñWill 

placing the dish here bother my 

neighbors?ò  ñCould this cause 

the hassle of a violation letter?ò 

 

Placement of your dish(s) is 

mostly an issue where the front 

of the home faces south.  Re-

member that installation techni-

cians usually are looking for the 

fastest way to get the job done.   

They do not want to come back 

because the picture breaks up, 

or because the neighbors or the 

HOA complains.  In many cases 

they just want to run the wires 

from the junction box on the 

side of a home the shortest way 

to get a southern view.    That 

often is on the front of the ga-

rage or at the apex of the garage 

roof.   This can create an un-

sightly view of your home from 

the street or the next door 

neighbor.  The time to tell them 

to find a less obtrusive spot is 

during the initial installation. 
 

The Associationôs goal is to 

treat everyone fairly and 

equally.  At the same time the 

Association and the Architec-

tural Committee have a respon-

sibility to prohibit unsightly 

modifications to homes.   

Drooping cables that are not 

attached properly to the home 

do not meet code and are an 

example of an unsightly modifi-

cation to a home.  Dishes at the 

front of the house are also a 

violation. 
 

A satellite dish will never be 

invisible though, so before you 

call Marinel to complain that a 

neighborôs dish is in the wrong 

spot, look at the house and see 

if that is the only possible spot 

to place the dish so it points 

south.   On the other hand if 

you get a violation letter, try to 

look at the situation from the 

HOAôs or your neighborôs point 

of view.  Could the dish be 

mounted where it would be less 

conspicuous? 
 

If you get a violation letter you 

can have your dish moved, or 

you can appeal to the Land-

scape and Architectural Com-

mittee that the current spot is 

the only place the dish could 

go. 
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Safety within the 
Community  

Please be alert- we 
have received re-
ports of vandalism 
and break ins into 
vehicles parked on 
the street. Police 

have been notified 
to keep an eye out 
on unusual activity. 

  You can  help  by rem emb erin g th e follo wing: Lock D oors  at all time s, do  not  leav e valu ables i n th e ca r, a nd r em emb er t o clos e ga rag e if n ot in i t. Kee p y o ur n eigh bor hoo d saf e by rep orti ng a ny un usu al activity  to t he Police   
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Architectural  
Submittals  

Please be advised that 
all homeowners are 
required to submit 
their architectural 

plans to the manage-
ment company prior to 
any commencement of 

work. We strongly 
urge that the reliance 

of your landscape 
contractor to submit 
plans is prohibited. 

This is in violation of 
your Architectural 
Guidelines and 

CC&R's. If any work-
begins and your hard-

scape/ landscape 
plans have not been 
approved you will be 
called to a hearing 

with the Board of Di-
rectors. Non compli-
ance may result in 

fines being assessed 
for violation of the 

CC&R's. 

http://www.ladwp.com/



