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Santa Ana Winds 

are Coming 
By Pat Pope 
 

This is just a reminder 

that Porter Ranch is one 

of the windiest areas on 

earth during Santa Ana 

season.   Last yearôs Ses-

non Fire blew right up to our western walls.  

Hopefully, the fire last year cleared out much 

of the fuel in the local hills and we will not face 

a severe fire threat in 2009. 
 

It seems like the worst day of any Santa Ana 

event is on trash day.  Please make sure that 

you have your address on your trash containers 

so you can find it if it blows down the street.  If 

one of your bins is less than a third or a half 

full, you might want to think about waiting a 

week to take it out.  On windy days put a strip 

of masking tape on the lid to reduce the amount 

of trash that blows onto your neighborsô yard.  

When the truck lifts the container and flips it, 

the tape will break and the trash will go into the 

truck.   DO NOT put a brick or big stone on the 

lid, it could fly off the barrel and hit a car or a 

person. 
 

If you container flips over in the wind because 

of the wind direction, try turning it sideways to 

see if it doesnôt roll or fall over. 

You might also want to chock the 

wheels of the containers with a 

rock or brick to prevent them from 

rolling. 
 

We are working with the Depart-

ment of Sanitation to get them to 

come after 7:00 AM on windy 

days.   That way you can put your 

containers out on Tuesday morn-

ing, so they have less of a chance 

of blowing over and littering your 

neighborsô yard. 
 

If for some reason the trash collec-

tor misses your house, all you 

have to do is call 311 and ask for 

the Sanitation Department.  They 

will send somebody back for a 

special pick up. 

Your New 2009-2010 Sorrento Board 
By Melissa Centeno 
 

On August 17, 2009  a special meeting was held for 

the newly elected board members and existing board 

members to appoint the new board positions. 
 

Your new Board is officially in place.  Melissa  

Centeno is now your acting President, Pat Pope is 

Vice President, Victor Florian is Treasurer, Mary 

Cooley-Lopez is Secretary and Phillip Minton will 

remain Member at Large. 
 

With the new board in place it is now time to get back 

to business.  Over the next few months the board will 

prepare the budget for review and approval. 
 

If you feel you would like to get involved, this is the 

year to do it.  Each and every committee is looking 

for volunteers to help.  You might ask ñwhat does it 

take?ò  Usually only a few hours a month depending 

on committee.  Each committee involves different 

aspects.  Some gather monthly like Security and 

Landscaping Committees, but others may correspond 

via email like the Newsletter & Website to  

accomplish the goals at hand. 
 

The current committees are Landscaping and Archi-

tecture, Security, Rules & Regulations, Finance, Pool, 

Hospitality, Newsletter & Website.  For more infor-

mation visit the website www.sorrentohoa.org or 

email sorrento.meadowshoa@gmail.com. 



 

All Star AC  
 

Heating & Air 

Conditioning  

 

Self Service  

Maintenance  

Installation  
 

 

(818) 253 -7055  
 

(Trusted Sorrento Resident)  

 

NOTARY  

PUBLIC  
Maureen Bratman 

(818) 404-8002 cell 

(818) 709-0460 home 

$100 OFF*  
 

WITH THIS COUPON  
 

* Applies to orders of 
more than $2,500.  

S & J SHUTTERS  
FACTORY DIRECT  

WHOLESALE PRICING 

(818) 366 -8440  
www.sjshutters.com 

 

Solid Real Wood Shutters  
Solid Poly Shutters  

 

Are You Ready for El Niño? 
By Pat Pope 
 

Scientists and fore-

casters are all pre-

dicting a strong El 

Niño this year.  

While this will be a 

good chance to break 

the drought that has 

turned lawns to straw and wilted our landscaping, 

we need to be prepared for very strong rains this 

winter. 
 

While you may think it is only cosmetic, cleaning 

the drains from your yard could save your house, or 

your expensive landscaping.   The drains from your 

yard and from your neighborsô yard prevent excess 

water from leaching into the hillsides below us.   

Excess water contributed to the mud slide tragedy 

at La Conchita in Ventura a few years ago.  It really 

doesnôt matter too much if your house slides down 

the hill or if your neighborôs house slides down on 

yours, the effects would be catastrophic for every-

one.  Of course, it looks bad to have weeds growing 

up in the drains too. 

So please clean your drains, or have your gardener 

do it for you.  It will take less than a half hour to 

pop the covers off the drains, and rake out the mud 

and debris in the drain.  Your yard will look nicer, 

and you will keep the neighborhood safe.  We will 

have complete instructions on our website 

www.sorrentohoa.org 

New Porter Ranch K-8 School  

Update                                        
by Mary Cooley-Lopez 
 

The Porter Ranch School is located on the South-

east corner of Mason and Sesnon and will serve 

1,047 students Kindergarten through 8th Grade.   

It is planned for a fall 2012 opening.  Grading of 

the area has recently been initiated. 

On July 23, 2009, escrow closed on the new 

school and the land was transferred from the  

Porter Ranch Development Company to LAUSD.  

Many thanks to the Porter Ranch Development 

Company for their hard work on this project and 

for increasing the amount of free land they have 

given to this 

project from 7 

acres to almost 

13 acres. The 

increased size 

allowed this 

project to in-

clude elemen-

tary and mid-

dle school stu-

dents in what 

is called a span 

school.  Also completed is the agreement to 

maintain the exterior landscaping by the Porter 

Ranch Maintenance Association in keeping with 

the other Porter Ranch slopes. The project is still 

in the process of being approved by the State 

Board of Architects. 

There is talk of this school becoming Charter.  

For those not familiar with the charter school 

movement, a charter school is a free public 

school founded by local community members, 

families, and educators that though approved via 

LAUSD.  The prospect of this new school is very 

exciting for our community. 

Illegal Parking by Pat Pope 
We all know how limited guest parking is here and 

we all know we live in a brush fire zone.  Here is a 

quick summary of our current citation and towing 

policy.  You will get an HOA ticket and be called to  

a hearing if you or your guests park illegally.  This 

means:  

A.  Any vehicle parked within 15ft of a fire hydrant or 

blocking a fire hydrant, or within a marked fire lane. 

B. Any vehicle that is parked in  

a ñRED ZONE.ò 

C. Any vehicles that are parked in  

a marked handicap parking area. 

D.  Any vehicles that are parked at the 

same location over 72 hours. 

E. Any vehicle that is parked in  

a marked ñGUEST PARKINGò area 

that is not displaying a visitorôs parking 

pass. 

F.  Any vehicle that is parked blocking 

a residentôs driveway.  This citation is 

based on complaint only 
 

Repeated violations or fire, safety, or 

handicapped violations could result in 

immediate impounding of your  

vehicle. 

 

Beginner Child Piano 
$12 per half hr. 

 Babysitting 
$10 Per hr. 

Call Natasha 
(818)428- 8236 

natashakatelewis@yahoo.com 


