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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  

www.PorteRranchHomes.net 

Board Member Philip Minton Files 

Suit  By Michelle E. Diaz 
 

Philip Minton, member of our 

association's Board of Directors, has filed two law-

suits, which are posted on the community website at 

www.sorrentohoa.org.  The first lawsuit, Philip Minton 

versus Melissa Centeno, case number CHA 

10W00055, was heard on February 23, 2010, and re-

sulted in a judgment for Ms. Centeno, president of the 

Board of Directors.  The lawsuit sought damages in the 

amount of $6,187.92, however no evidence to support 

the damages claimed was presented in Court due to the 

Courtôs ruling.  The Court ruled that Mr. Minton had 

no standing to sue Ms. Centeno on the causes of action 

alleged. 
 

The second lawsuit, small claims case number CHA 

10W00222, was originally filed on February 18, 2010 

naming Ms. Centeno as a defendant.  On February 22, 

2010, Mr. Minton added the homeownersô association 

as a defendant.  This action demands $7,500 on allega-

tions he did not receive association documents he al-

legedly requested.  Mr. Mintonôs second lawsuit states 

ñSubmitted by Philip Minton - Board of Directors, 

Sorrento HOA.ò  Mr. Minton reports that it is a suit by 

him as an individual, not as a Board member.  There 

has been no vote by the Board of Directors to sue the 

homeownersô association.  This second lawsuit is pres-

ently scheduled for trial on March 30, 2010, at 8:30 

a.m. in Department F43, small claims division of the 

Los Angeles Superior Court, located at 9425 Penfield 

Avenue, Chatsworth, California.  Trials are open to the 

public. 

Election Time Is Approaching! 
By Mary Cooley-Lopez 
 

Yes, itôs that time again!  We will be 

holding our Annual Election on June 

22, 2010 at the Sorrento Pool.  This 

year we will be electing 3 homeown-

ers to serve on our Sorrento HOA Board for a two-year 

term.  You will be receiving a candidate profile form 

in the mail by the end of April, which can also be 

downloaded from our website. Being a Board member 

is your chance to make a difference and influence the 

future of our community.  If you are interested in join-

ing the Sorrento HOA Board of Directors, please take 

some time to compose a short paragraph which in-

cludes your background, experience, qualifications and 

what Sorrento/Meadowôs issues interest you so resi-

dents can make an informed vote.  Your statement will 

be sent to homeowners and posted on the Sorrento/

Meadows website - www.sorrentohoa.org.  
 

We are currently looking for residents to form our 

Election Committee.  If you are interested, please con-

tact ï Mary Cooley-Lopez at marycooleylo-

pez@socal.rr.com. The most important thing is that 

you vote, either by mailing your ballot to Ross Morgan 

or bringing it to the meeting. If we do not reach a quo-

rum we have to re-mail the ballots at the expense of 

our Association.  So please do your part and vote.  

Thanks. 
 

Spring Fling Is Coming! 
By Mara Cohen 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR THIRD 

ANNUAL SPRING FLING ON  

SATURDAY, APRIL 3 FROM 10:00 

A.M. TO 12 NOON AT THE  

SORRENTO POOL. 
 

This will be a brunch pot luck event.  The Hospitality 

Committee will supply the coffee and drinks, but we 

need you to bring your favorite brunch item.  Kids 

twelve and under should bring their baskets for an egg 

hunt starting at 10:30 a.m. Bring your cameras for pic-

tures with the Easter Bunny.  We are also hoping to 

have representatives from our local Fire and Police 

Departments again this year.  Please RSVP by March 

31st to make sure we have enough Easter eggs for all 

the kids and let us know what you can bring for the 

brunch!  If you would like to donate candy and plastic 

eggs for the egg hunt please let us know!  RSVP to 

hospitality@sorrentohoa.org. 

Calimas 
SALON & SPA 
7224 Canoga Avenue 

(818) 704-1716 

Bring this ad and receive 

20% off any treatment. 

Ask for Shannon Ochoa 

http://www.sorrentohoa.org/
http://www.sorrentohoa.org
mailto:marycooleylopez@socal.rr.com
mailto:marycooleylopez@socal.rr.com


 

 

BANJO                       
 ID#A1086110 

 

My name is Banjo 
and I am an unaltered 

male, black and 
brown Australian Cat-
tle Dog mix. The shel-
ter thinks I am about 
3 years old. I weigh 
approximately 47 

pounds. I have been 
at the shelter since 

Jan 11, 2010.  

 

 

 

 

NOTARY  

PUBLIC  
 

Maureen Bratman 

(818) 404-8002 cell 

(818) 709-0460 home 

 

Beginner Child Piano 
$12 per half hr. 

 Babysitting 
$10 Per hr. 

Call Natasha 
(818)428- 8236 

natashakatelewis@yahoo.com 

Pet Adoption 

For more informa-

tion or to adopt call 

West Valley Animal 

Care and Control 

Center at  

(888) 452-7381  

Neighbors Come Together to Save 

Sorrento Home From Fire 
By Pat Pope 
 

On Saturday, Feb-

ruary 27th at about 

10:30 AM alert 

neighbors helped 

save a home from 

destruction on 

Ferrara Lane.  Several Sorrento residents noticed fire and 

smoke from the house and called 911.  They also alerted 

Centurion Security.  
 

Fire Station 28, under the command of LAFD Captain 

Scott Cooper arrived less than five minutes after the first 

911 call was received.  Before the fire department ar-

rived, Sorrento resident Mike Gombar started to fight the 

fire with a garden hose, minimizing the spread of the fire 

until the pros from LAFD took over.  Captain Cooper 

said, ñThe damage to the home would have been much 

worse if the neighbor had not started to fight the fire with 

the garden hose.ò Mike was assisted by another 

neighbor, David Kim.   
 

The fire department had to force open the side garage 

door for access into the house.  They removed several 

feet of stucco wall to insure that the fire had not ex-

tended into the home itself.   There was fire and smoke 

damage to the exterior of the house, as well as a broken 

window and the garage door.  Although contacted imme-

diately by Centurion Security and the LAFD, the resident 

was not able to return home for several hours to secure 

his home. 
 

This was excellent example of neighbors looking out for 

each other.  Mike Gombar is a very active and helpful 

community member, and this is just another example of 

his community involvement.  The several other 

neighbors who called 911 were really watching out for 

their neighbors.  David Kim was a huge help as well.    
 

The response from Centurion was instantaneous.  This 

was in the morning, before our patrol begins. Lieutenant 

Michael Powell was here before the fire was out.  Centu-

rion secured the street during the incident and took deci-

sive action to encourage the resident to secure his house 

before there was any weather related damage.  Although 

there was some property damage, things could have been 

much worse if many of the residents on Ferrara were not 

looking out for their neighbor.    

Independent Investigative Committee 

Issues Report 
 

There was an independent investigative committee 

formed to look into concerns raised by homeowners 

about a previous gate vendor and handling by Board 

member Pat Pope.  That report was presented by com-

mittee members at the HOA meeting on February 18, 

2010.   A copy of their report is posted online at 

www.sorrentohoa.org. 
 

Please Be Kind & Pick Up  

After Your Dog!  
 

 Please be considerate and keep our  

community clean! 

 

Water Conservation/Drought Tolerant 

Planting ï Interview with Chuck Carr 

of Carr Landscape Management.   
By Cathy Serksnas 
 

Before we know it the weather will start to heat up.  The 

landscape committee thought the following interview 

would be helpful to the community.   
 

Chuck Carr is the President and Founder of Carr Land-

scape Management, Inc., an award winning landscape 

company based in Porter Ranch.  Chuck has published 

numerous articles on landscaping and has been a featured 

speaker at landscape, homeowner and real estate industry 

events.  Chuckôs work has been featured on HGTV, 

ñDesigning for the Sexesò and ñLandscaperôs Challengeò 

to name a few.  Take a look at his website at 

www.carrlandscape.com to learn more. 
 

Q:  In light of  the drought situation and water restrictions, 

what type of plants do you recommend homeowners use in 

their landscaping and why? 

A:  The best types of plants that homeowners can plant 

during times of drought, and anytime for that matter are 

California Natives or a category referred to as "California 

Friendly Plants".   These plants by being native or 

"friendly" to California basically require less water to grow 

and thrive in our climate. In addition, by being native to 

our climate, they require less fertilization and less pest con-

trol (chemicals) than non native species.  Thereby adding 

another environmental benefit beyond water sav-

ings.  There are over 1500 plants listed in the 

www.bewaterwise.com plant database that fall within this 

group.  

Q: What are some of the biggest misconceptions out 

there about drought tolerant planting? 

A:  Many people think of native plants as being only 

cacti or being weedy in appearance. That is simply 

not the case.  While a southwestern appearance is one 

way to go drought tolerant, there are many plants 

that are verdant green or colorful, full of flowers and 

down-right beautiful!   As an added bonus, they are 

also low maintenance! 

This article will be continued next month. 

 RUBY - ID#A0874517 
 

My name is Ruby and I am 
a spayed female, white 
and tan Pointer and Boxer. 
The shelter thinks I am 
about 2 years and 10 
months old. I weigh ap-
proximately 54 pounds. I have been at the 
shelter since Jan 17, 2010. 

For more information or to adopt call  

West Valley Animal Care and Control Cen-

ter at (888) 452-7381  

http://www.petharbor.com/site.asp?ID=LACT5&searchtype=ADOPT&friends=1&samaritans=1&nosuccess=0&orderby=ID&rows=10&imght=120&imgres=thumb&view=sysadm.v_lact&bgcolor=white&text=blue&link=008000&alink=000000&vlink=FF6600&fontface=arial&fontsize=10&col_hdr_bg=ADD
http://www.petharbor.com/site.asp?ID=LACT5&searchtype=ADOPT&friends=1&samaritans=1&nosuccess=0&orderby=ID&rows=10&imght=120&imgres=thumb&view=sysadm.v_lact&bgcolor=white&text=blue&link=008000&alink=000000&vlink=FF6600&fontface=arial&fontsize=10&col_hdr_bg=ADD
http://www.petharbor.com/site.asp?ID=LACT5&searchtype=ADOPT&friends=1&samaritans=1&nosuccess=0&orderby=ID&rows=10&imght=120&imgres=thumb&view=sysadm.v_lact&bgcolor=white&text=blue&link=008000&alink=000000&vlink=FF6600&fontface=arial&fontsize=10&col_hdr_bg=ADD
http://www.sorrentohoa.org/
http://www.carrlandscape.com/
http://bewaterwise.com/

